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The COB is a network organisation aimed at collecting, developing and providing access to knowledge on underground construction and subterranean use of space. This is achieved by detecting current issues within the network and then initiating and 
supervising projects to help solve these mutual problems. The COB is a small organisation with a vast network: all work is carried out in collaboration.

Project
In research projects experts from 
within the COB network address 
(underground) issues that always 
serve a common and/or social 
interest, technical or non-technical. 
A diverse composition of working 
groups ensures that all relevant 
aspects of a problem are discussed 
and that the found solutions are 
supported by all stakeholders.

Platform
A platform is a safe environment in 
which parties discuss and exchange 
knowlegde on their area of expertise. 
New projects can be started, leading 
towards new (knowledge) products. 
However the result doesn’t always have 
to be as concrete. Discussing develop-
ments, exploring solutions and learning 
to understand one another are the 
primary objectives.

Programma
Some underground 
issues cannot be 
addressed in isolation 
from other challenges. 
This is why the COB also 
works with overarching 
programmes, in which 
issues are examined 
in coherence to one 
another.
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An organised network is an 
important precondition for 
effective collaboration. In 
addition, it is essential that 
results are actively shared with 
the COB network.

  Vreemde opmaak? Bekijk de nieuwsbrief online... 

  

 

 

 

  

  

 

 
  

Bezoekadres 

De Bouwcampus, 

begane grond 

Van der Burghweg 1 

2628 CS Delft 

 
Postadres 

Postbus 582 

2600 AN Delft 

LinkedIn 

@cobtweet 

 
  
Op de agenda 

• 13-02-2020 
Regiobijeenkomst Bodem, 

water en klimaat  

 
• 17-03-2020 

Praktijkfestival 
Ondergrond   

 

Stadsmuseum Gent (STAM) brengt 

de wereld onder uw voeten naar 

boven. De tentoonstelling 

Ondergronds in de stad (22 

nov. 2019 - 22 sept. 

2020) toont archeologische 

vondsten, verborgen ecosystemen 

en ondergrondse bouwwerken. 

>> Lees meer 
 
 

 
  
  

    

  
In deze nieuwsbrief: 

   >> FEEST! HET COB BESTAAT 25 JAAR 

   >> NIEUWE ONDERBOUWING EN VERDIEPING 

   >> FLEXIVAL OP 17 APRIL 2020 OVER KABELS, LEIDINGEN EN ORDENING 

   >> WORDT U SPONSOR OF STANDHOUDER OP BEYOND 2020? 

   >> OOK BIJ HET COB... 

Feest! Het COB bestaat 

25 jaar 

Het COB is opgericht in 1995 en dat betekent 

dat 2020 een feestjaar is! Hoogtepunt wordt 

de participantenparty op 12 juni, maar 

gedurende het jaar zijn er meer festiviteiten. 

 
Het feestjaar is officieel geopend tijdens de 

bijeenkomst van de COB-programmaraad op 23 januari jl. De gasten kregen de kans 

om als allereerste het fotohokje binnen te stappen en hun foto toe te voegen aan de 

Wall of Fame. Vanaf nu kan iedereen die actief is (geweest) binnen het COB zichzelf 

laten vereeuwigen. 

 

Tijdens de ontbijtbijeenkomst kregen de gasten een overzicht van de lopende onderzoeksprojecten en nieuwe 

initiatieven. Over drie onderwerpen werd in kleine groepen verder gesproken. (Foto's: COB) 

>> Bekijk de aftermovie 
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SYSTEM

Process guideline for predictable 
collaboration

Streamline information sharing

KNOWLEDGE ARENA CABLES AND PIPELINES

PLANNING

Sharing digital data
Widely supported platform for

information exchange

Professionalisation library 
collaboration toolguide

Tools for integral collaboration

DIGITAL ECO SYSTEM

NEW TECHNIQUES

Interfering facts
Laws and regulations without 

hindering cooperation

Digging damage in practice
Living labs with interventions for a 

careful excavation process

Cash flows
What are the influences on the 

distribution of costs and benefits?

FACTS AND INSIGHTS

Trial trench database, phase 2
Store and use information about past 

trial trenches

More sustainable cables and pipes
Exchanging knowledge and experience 

about sustainability measures
Innovation platform  

Meter room of tomorrow

LED BY STICHTING MIJN AANSLUITING

Learning from incidents with C&P
Independent evaluation of gas 

pipeline digging incident

Cables, pipes and trees
Legislation and regulations and 
practical solutions mapped out

Myths and facts
What is true and what are assumptions
regarding legislation and regulations?

Together without damage
Insight into stakeholder behaviour 

in the excavation process

Cables, pipes and subsidence
Dealing with underground 

infrastructure in reconstruction projects

TUNNEL PROGRAMME
Workfield

Expert group civil engineering

Structural health analysis (SHA)Tunnel 
projects

CIVIL ENGINEERING

Deformation behaviour 
of submerged tunnels

Approach joints 
Heinenoord-/Kiltunnel

MAINTAINRENOVATE CONSTRUCT

Monitoring instru-
ments degradation

Risk sand pump effect 
gina profile

Degradation of tunnel 
materials

Deformation monitoring 
submerged tunnels

Geotechnical data 
analysis

Lifespan submerged 
tunnel joints

Railway management 
with data

SUPERVISORY COMMITTEES 
FUTURE PROOF TUNNELS

GUIDELINE MONITORING

Guideline monitoring 
submerged tunnels

Guideline monitoring 
bored tunnels

GOAL

TUNNELS 
FASTER 

RENOVATED

GOAL

TUNNELS 
BETTER 

MANAGEBLE

GOAL

 TUNNELS 
MORE 

ADAPTIVE

FUTURE PROOF TUNNELS
Science

Fundamental research by PDEngs 
and PhDs in consultation with the 
COB tunnel programme

Fault-tolerant systems 
and maintenance

Use cases asset 
managemetn

DIGITALISATION

Cyber security
Unlocking knowledge regarding

cyber security in tunnels

Data for the tunnel 
manager

Business 
case

Expectations and
assumptions

Open without 
problemsCulture

Proof-of-concept 
learning environment

V&V library

Living document 
Digitalisation

Legal framework tunnel and 
environment

Understanding legal considerations

Learn to programme

Living document
Asset management

Evolution path to 
uniformity

Tunnel renovation 
logistics

Living document
Renovation

Micro 
renovations

Technical 
interfaces

Living document
Tunnel construction

OVERARCHING

Instrumentation 
tunnel data

Living document
Asset management

Living document
Renovation

Living document
Tunnel construction

Catalogue bundling techniques

SUSTAINABILITY

ENERGIE TRANSITION

CIRCULARITY

TUNNEL AND ENVIRONMENT

More sustainable
tunnel lighting

Energy reduction 
measures

Measures circular 
tunnels

Feasibility study

Energy reduction to 
energy transition

PLATFORM

Leading 
municipalities

Digitalisation geo-engineering
Proof-of-concept added value of 

monitoring data

Opportunities and risks
Making better use of geotechnical 

knowledge

Guideline for soil research
Digital guidance for unlocking 

existing knowledge

PLATFORM

Sustainability

PLATFORM

Geotechnical 
engineering

PLATFORM

Cables and 
pipelines

PLATFORM

Asset 
management

PLATFORM

4D scope of work on tour
Workshop with tools for four-

dimensional use of space

PLATFORM

Tunnels and 
safety
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Current COB projects: research in which 
experts from the network work on 
underground issues.

COB platforms: safe environment in 
which colleagues exchange knowledge 
and explore issues.

Living documents: online, 
digital reference works that 
can be updated easily and 
quickly.


